Finally, Rothberger and Winterberg observed that complete section of both bundles produced atrioventricular block. The fact that A-V block did not always follow procedures designed to section both bundles probably reflects a certain imperfection of their technique so far as assured total destruction of that portion of the ventricular conduction system under attack. This inconstancy still besets efforts to sever a specific branch of the conduction system in the intact and beating Circulation, Volume XXXVI, November 1967 heart when a knife is used to accomplish this end. It was this inconstancy that led us to develop a ligature technique in which assured severance of all fibers encircled by the ligature was a dependable and demonstrable consequence.
Present-day investigators have amplified and enriched observations of the electrocardiographic consequences of lesions affecting the conduction system by use of a variety of leads from the surface of the body and, more particularly, by direct man of action will discover that some ways of achieving the goal are more effective than others. A concern for how to do it is the root impulse in all great craftsmanship, and accounts for all of the style in human performance. Without it we would never know the peaks of human achievement.
Yet, ironically, this concern for "how it is done" is also one of the diseases of which societies die. Little by little, preoccupation with method, technique and procedure gains a subtle dominance over the whole process of goal seeking. How it is done becomes more important than whether it is done. Means triumph over ends. Form triumphs over spirit. Method is enthroned. Men become prisoners of their procedures, and organizations that were designed to achieve some goal become obstacles in the path to that goal.
. . .The flower of competence carries the seeds of rigidity just as the flower of virtue carries the seeds of complacency. "There is a road to hell," said John Bunyan, "even 
